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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



MAY 1 3 2004 




Transmitted herewith for filing in the above-identified application are the following enclosures: 
(X) Supplemental Response in 2 pages. 

(X) The present application qualifies for small entity status under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .27. 
The fee has been calculated as shown below; 



FEE CALCULATION 


FEE TYPE 




FEE CODE 


CALCULATION 


TOTAL 


Total Claims 


38 - 38 = 0 


2202 ($9) 


0x9 = 


$0 


Independent Claims 


6-0 = 0 


2201 ($43) 


0 x 43 - 


$0 
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(X) Please charge any additional fees, including an; 
time, or credit overpayment to Deposit 



for additional extension of 
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June 1,2000 
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CERTIFICATE OF FAX TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this correspondence and all 
marked attachments are being transmitted via 
facsimile to Examiner Weill R. Wikon> Fax No. 
(703) 872-9306 (Central fax) of the USPTO on 
the date shown below: 




SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSE 



MAY 1 3 2004 




Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Supplemental to the Amendment filed March 23, 2004, applicant submits the following 
remarks in connection with the above-captioned application. 

REMARKS 

Applicants would like to thank Examiner Wilson for the courteous interview extended to 
applicants' counsel, Michael A. Guiliana, on April 22, 2004, During the interview, the Examiner 
indicated that the Amendment filed March 23, 2004 appears to overcome all of the outstanding 
issues with respect to the outstanding office action. 

However, during the interview, Examiner Wilson indicated that it would helpful if 

Applicants submitted comments as to the relevance of U.S. Patent No. 5,51 1,917 issued to 

Dickson. In response, Applicants 5 counsel agreed to submit comments regarding the Dickson 

reference to the effect that the Dickson reference teaches one form of the prior are discussed in 

the Background section of the present application. For example, as set forth in the present 

application from page 2, line 17 through page 3, line 2: 

Prior attempts to solve this problem have been unsuccessful. For example, 
one such attempt is described in US. Pat No. 5,51 1,917 issued to Charles R 
Dickson, the entirety of which is incorporated by reference as if fully set forth 

-1- 
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